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According to an Oct. 21 announcement, UN Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar has
dispatched a six-member preliminary peacekeeping team to Central America with the objective
of determining what might be needed to verify compliance with military aspects of the Central
American peace accord signed Aug. 7. The accord calls for the cessation of all hostilities and military
movements across borders in the region as well as an end to military assistance to insurgent forces
operating there. The announcement by the Secretary General's press spokesman stated that the
mission was sent "to assess `in situ' inspection requirements under the provisions of the agreement
regarding cessation of hostilities, non-use of territories to attack other states, and cessation of
military assistance from abroad for insurgent groups operating in the region." Spokesman Francois
Giuliani said the mission was requested by the 13 Central American and Latin American foreign
ministers who comprise the International Commission for Verification and Follow-up of the accord.
He said the mission was expected to report back in a week, since the agreement calendar states that
the provisions should be implemented by Nov. 7. The peace plan gives the UN Secretary General
and the Secretary General of the OAS a key role in monitoring compliance with the agreement. The
Guatemala accord, which is to take effect Nov. 7, 90 days after the signing of the pact, is intended
to end the civil wars in Nicaragua and El Salvador as well as lesser conflicts in Guatemala and
Honduras. The mission, which also includes representatives of the Organization of American States
(OAS), flew to Costa Rica Oct. 21 and will travel to other Central American countries in time for
a meeting of the five Central American foreign ministers Oct. 27 to discuss carrying out the plan.
The UN component is headed by Alvaro de Soto, executive assistant to the Secretary General,
and Perez de Cuellar's personal representative on the International Commission; Gen. Timothy
Dibuama, the Secretary General's military adviser; Ralph Zacklin of the UN legal office; Francesco
Vendrell of the Office for Research, and the collection of information; Aleksandr Martinovic of the
office of the Under-Secretary General for special political affairs, and Thomas White of the field
service. The decision to send the UN team to Central America will involve the organization in a
new peacekeeping operation in another of the world's trouble spots. UN peacekeeping teams are
monitoring cease-fire agreements in various parts of the Middle East, Cyprus and Kashmir. The
UN is also trying to negotiate cease-fire agreements in the 7-year-old war between Iran and Iraq,
as well as an end to the war in Afghanistan. If it succeeds in the cease-fires, UN truce-monitoring
and peacekeeping forces are expected to be sent to both regions, officials say. Last month, in a
change of policy, the Soviet Union said it now supports an expansion and strengthening of the UN
peacekeeping role in trouble spots, after looking on such operations with suspicion in the past and
usually dissociating itself from them. (Basic data from NEW YORK TIMES, 10/22/87)
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